LulaWashingtonDance Theatre

Innovative Dance & Jazz Collaborations; beautiful dancer,
choreography by legends; high energy dancing; accessil
work about topics from the heart; exceptional residences 4
outreach; educational concerts that teachers love; internaj
tional touring on the rise; and Hollywood knocking on the
R22NX»ood [2a ! y3IStEtSaqQ [ dz
dance company on the move. Get on board...Move with Lu
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LulaWashingtonDance Theatre

ABOUT THE COMPANY

The Lula Washington Dance Theatre (LWDT) has buil
an international reputation for exceptional dance con-
certs coupled with highly effective educational resi-
dencies and outreach that brings students and com-
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art, acting, jazz, ballet and street dance styles to re-
flect the AfricarAmerican experience in innovative
ways. Lula makes dances about life. Her work explore
social issues and calls for global humanism.
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The Dance Company was founded in 1980, and is no\glrector James Cameron, who hired Lula to choreograph his
in its third decade. Over the lyears, the Company hasKA G Y2 GAS a!l ! ¢! wé d { KS I &a1SH
toured to more than 100 cities in America, Russia, ~company for the project and he did. The dancers worked on
China, Brazil, Mexico, and Germany. LWDT hasleft ! @1 G NJ F2NJ Y2NB dKbFy | &SI N®
ecstatic audiences in each city where it toured. [AGGES aSNXIARE Y2OASdE
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I NAGAOa KI@S GKAa (2 &l gAlongpwithigieat daaxing, this coppany|daes fantastic out-
reach, master dance classes, school shows and residencies.
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of the concern for social issues that informs some Wwith teachers. It covers Africadimerican history in a 55
of her dances and the gentle but persistentway YA Yy dzi S® [dzZ I g2y GKS bl A2yl §
AKS | RRNBaasSa (K2a$S A aa@aBes @ aVoodson Civil Rights Award for this work.
T Jennifer Dunning, New York Times
Lula frequently involves live music in her concerts. She has
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reliance and the defiance of black American Pasadena Civic Orchestra and she regularly performs with
t AgSavooLioa 085Sy |t 2yl Campangpergyssoms Marcus L Mjllgrgad hig Freedom
320 &KAQSNET AlinyMetlarid K § 328 Mgggment band.

he company is com£osed of wehined athletic dancers,
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modern dance at its best...Exciting technique

and challenging repertoire that provide food A community icon in Los Angeles, Lula Washington has won

F2NJ G§KS KS It MBnollluiWeekly A y R eoraore than three dozen awards and accolades for her work,
including the Minerva Award, which was bestowed by Maria

Shriver with Oprah Winfrey present for the event.



LulaWashingtonDance Theatre

LULA WASHINGTOBIO

Lula Washington is the founder and Artistic Director of
the Lula Washington Dance Theatre, ai@®mber
touring dance ensemble from Los Angeles, California.

Lula grew up in the Nickerson Gardens Housing
Projects in Watts, CA and did not begin her dance
career until she was a 2Zarold newlywed mother
with a small child. When she tried to change careers
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Department and was denied. They felt she was t00 olc
at 22 to start dance training, especially with a new-
born. But Lula persisted.

Always a fighter, Lula appealed her rejection and gave
her word that she would work hard to succeed. She
was admitted . While a student at UCLA, Lula danced
with local dance companies and in television and film,
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showed works that used their own very different not only trains students to dance, but, to build qualities that

creative values. She brought famed Afrigamerican il aid them in navigating through life.
choreographers to teach workshops and she organized

tours to inner city high schools to encourage students g, community engagement and activism has brought her

to pursue degrees in dance. Y2NB (GKFy GKNBS R27 Sy I g1 NRa
Minerva Award; the Sisters Award from Spelman College
Lula graduated UCLA with a Masters degree in danceu KS /I NISNI Dd 222R3a2Y y
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/ departmentgradu-  he Ann C. Rosenfield Distinguished Community Partnership
ated. In 1980, Lula Prize. In 2011, Lula received the Community Icon Award
/ founded her own from the Los Angeles African American Women Political
dance company Action Committee; the National Dance Association Heritage

one of a few that has  award; the Artistic Vision Award from The Black Business
become successful in - agsociation; and the Community Excellence Award from the
Los Angeles. She sup- National Congress of Black Women.

~ plements her own

choreographywith [ gzt | x4 2yS 2F G(KS aC2dzyRAy3
work by legends of  agsociation of Blacks In Dance, which holds a black dance
AfricanAmerican conference annually that draws dance leaders from around
dance, as well as new the world. Lula hosted the conference in 1992; 2005; and in
emerging choreo- g nmme [dA I FYR GKS 20 KSNJ aC2c
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WieWerekne Mask
ByttiaWasmngton

A signature work that looks back to where
America has been @& while celebrating
where America is today. It depicts the

Masks that African -Americans once
had to wear in order to survive.

Performed with live drumming by
Marcus L. Miller

Premiered in 2007 at
Lincoln Center Out of Doors




