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Lula Washington Dance Theatre  
Innovative Dance & Jazz Collaborations; beautiful dancers; 
choreography by legends; high energy dancing;  accessible 
work about topics from the heart; exceptional residences & 
outreach; educational concerts that teachers love; interna-
tional touring on the rise; and Hollywood knocking on the 
ŘƻƻǊΦΦΦ [ƻǎ !ƴƎŜƭŜǎΩ   [ǳƭŀ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ 5ŀƴŎŜ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ 

dance company on the move. Get on board...Move with Lula!  
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Lula Washington Dance Theatre  
ABOUT THE COMPANY 

 

The Lula Washington Dance Theatre (LWDT) has built 
an international reputation for exceptional dance con-
certs coupled with highly effective educational resi-
dencies and outreach that brings students and com-
ƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ [ǳƭŀΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŘŀƴŎŜΦ  
 
[ǳƭŀΩǎ ŎƘƻǊŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƳƛȄŜǎ ŀǘƘƭŜǘƛŎƛǎƳΣ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ 
art, acting, jazz, ballet and street dance styles to re-
flect the African-American experience in innovative 
ways. Lula makes dances about life. Her work explores 
social issues and calls for global humanism.  

 

The Dance Company was founded in 1980, and is now 
in its third decade. Over the lyears, the Company has 
toured to more than 100 cities in America, Russia, 
China, Brazil, Mexico, and Germany.  LWDT has left 
 ecstatic audiences in each city where it toured.    
 
[ǳƭŀΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ 
own insights on life.   IŜǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ά²Ŝ ²ƻǊŜ ¢ƘŜ 
aŀǎƪέΤ ά¢ƘŜ [ƛǘǘƭŜ wƻŎƪ bƛƴŜέ ά¢ƘŜ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘέΤ άhŘŜ 
¢ƻ ¢ƘŜ {ƛȄǘƛŜǎέΤ άDƭƻōŀƭ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜέ ά¦Ǌōŀƴ aŀƴέΤ 
ά²ƻƳŜƴ Lƴ ¢ƘŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎέΤ άhƳέΤ ŀƴŘ άCƻǊ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ²Ƙƻ 
[ƛǾŜ !ƴŘ 5ƛŜ CƻǊ ¦ǎΦέ   
 

/ǊƛǘƛŎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ [ǳƭŀΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΥ 
 
    άaǎΦ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ 
    of the concern for social issues that informs some 
    of her dances and the gentle but persistent way 
    ǎƘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦέ  
                      τ Jennifer Dunning, New York Times  
 

    άΦΦΦƘŜǊ ŘŀƴŎŜǊǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǎ ǇŀƛƴΣ ŦŜŀǊΣ ŀƴƎŜǊΣ ƧƻȅΣ 

     reliance and the defiance of black American 

     ƭƛǾŜǎΦΦΦLǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ 

     Ǝƻǘ ǎƘƛǾŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊΦέτAlbany, Metroland 

 

    άhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ 

    ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ ŘŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƛƴ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΧ 

    modern dance at its best...Exciting technique 

    and challenging repertoire that provide food 

    ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴŘΦέ  τHonolulu Weekly 

 
 

 

[ǳƭŀΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ŦƛƭƳ  
director James Cameron, who hired Lula to choreograph his 
Ƙƛǘ ƳƻǾƛŜ ά!±!¢!wέΦ {ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘƛǊŜ ƘŜǊ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŘŀƴŎŜ 
company for the project and he did.  The dancers worked on 
!ǾŀǘŀǊ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΦ [ǳƭŀ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƘƻǊŜƻƎǊŀǇƘŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ 
[ƛǘǘƭŜ aŜǊƳŀƛŘέ ƳƻǾƛŜΦέ  
 
LWDT also performers carefully selected choreography by 
African-!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƛŎƻƴǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ  ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΥ άwŜƛƎƴέ ōȅ  wŜƴƴƛŜ 
IŀǊǊƛǎΤ ά{ƻƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŜŘέ ōȅ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ aŎYŀȅƭŜΤ ά[ƻǾŜ 
LǎΧέ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ IǳƎƎƛƴǎΤ ά.ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ  ±Ŝƴǳǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊŜƴŀέ 
by Tamica Washington-aƛƭƭŜǊΤ ŀƴŘ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴέ ōȅ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ 
Byrd.   
 
Along with great dancing, this company does fantastic out-
reach, master dance classes, school shows and residencies. 
[ǳƭŀΩǎ άwŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ Lƴ .ƭŀŎƪέ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ 
with teachers. It covers African-American history in a 55  
ƳƛƴǳǘŜΦ [ǳƭŀ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
Carter G. Woodson Civil Rights Award for this work.  
 
Lula frequently involves live music in her concerts. She has 
collaborated with Terrence Blanchard; McCoy Tyner; the 
Pasadena Civic Orchestra and she regularly performs with 
the Company percussionist Marcus L. Miller and his Freedom 
Jazz Movement band.  
 
The company is composed of well-trained athletic dancers, 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ƛƴ [ǳƭŀ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ŘŀƴŎŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ 
They embrace her style and bring magic to every concert.  
 
A community icon in Los Angeles, Lula Washington has won 
more than three dozen awards and accolades for her work, 
including the Minerva Award, which was bestowed by Maria 
Shriver with Oprah Winfrey present for the event. 
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Lula Washington Dance Theatre  
 

LULA WASHINGTONτBIO 
 

Lula Washington is the founder and Artistic Director of 
the Lula Washington Dance Theatre, a 10-member 
touring dance ensemble from Los Angeles, California. 
 
Lula grew up in the Nickerson Gardens Housing  
Projects in Watts, CA and did not begin her dance  
career until she was a 22-year-old newlywed mother 
with a small child. When she tried to change careers 
ŦǊƻƳ ƴǳǊǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŀƴŎŜΣ ǎƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ¦/[!Ωǎ 5ŀƴŎŜ 
Department and was denied. They felt she was too old 
at 22 to start dance training, especially with a new-
born. But Lula persisted.  
 
Always a fighter, Lula appealed her rejection and gave 
her word that she would work hard to succeed. She 
was admitted . While a student at UCLA, Lula danced 
with local dance companies and in television and film, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ !ǿŀǊŘǎ ǘŜƭŜŎŀǎǘΤ ά/ƛƴŘȅέΣ ǘƘŜ 
ōƭŀŎƪ /ƛƴŘŜǊŜƭƭŀ ǎǘƻǊȅΤ {ǘƎΦ tŜǇǇŜǊΩǎ [ƻƴŜƭȅ IŜŀǊǘǎ /ƭǳō 
.ŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ άCǳƴƴȅ [ŀŘȅέ ǿƛǘƘ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ {ǘǊŜƛǎŀƴŘΦ  
 
!ǎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ [ǳƭŀΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘΦ {ƘŜ ǇǊƻπ
duced concerts where African-American students 
showed works that used their own very different  
creative values. She brought famed African-American 
choreographers to teach workshops and she organized 
tours to inner city high schools to encourage students 
to pursue degrees in dance. 
 
Lula graduated UCLA with a Masters degree in dance 
ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŘŀƴŎŜ 

department gradu-
ated. In 1980, Lula 
founded her own 
dance company τ 
one of a few that has 
become successful in 
Los Angeles. She sup-
plements her own 
choreography with  
work by legends of 
African-American 
dance, as well as new 
emerging choreo-
graphic artists.  

She based her dance company in the inner city and, aided by 
her husband, Erwin, purchased a dance studio building in Los 
!ƴƎŜƭŜǎΩǎ ƛƴƴŜǊ Ŏƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ 
a dance school that offers high quality training for inner-city 
ȅƻǳǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ Ƴƻǘǘƻ ƛǎΣ άL 5ƻ 5ŀƴŎŜΣ bƻǘ 5ǊǳƎǎΦέ  {ƘŜ 
not only trains students to dance, but, to build qualities that 
will aid them in navigating through life. 
 
Her community engagement and activism has brought her 
ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘƻȊŜƴ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ Σ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ aŀǊƛŀ {ƘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ  
Minerva Award; the Sisters Award from Spelman College; 
ǘƘŜ /ŀǊǘŜǊ DΦ ²ƻƻŘǎƻƴ /ƛǾƛƭ wƛƎƘǘǎ !ǿŀǊŘΤ ǘƘŜ [! ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΩǎ LƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ !ǿŀǊŘΤ ǘƘŜ !ŎŎƻƭŀŘŜǎ !ǿŀǊŘΤ ŀƴŘ 
the Ann C. Rosenfield Distinguished Community Partnership 
Prize.  In 2011, Lula received the Community Icon Award 
from the Los Angeles African American Women Political  
Action Committee; the National Dance Association Heritage 
Award; the Artistic Vision Award from The Black Business 
Association; and the Community Excellence Award from the 
National Congress of Black Women. 
 
[ǳƭŀ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άCƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ CƛǾŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ  
Association of Blacks In Dance, which holds a black dance 
conference annually that draws dance leaders from around 
the world. Lula hosted the conference in 1992; 2005; and in 
нлммΦ [ǳƭŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ άCƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ CƛǾŜέ ǿŜǊŜ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ŀǎ  
5!b/9 ²ha9bΣ [L±LbD [9D9b5{έ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ŘŀƴŎŜΦ 

Photo: Tom Caravaglia 



Photos: E. Mesiyah McGiinnis 
 
 

A signature work that looks back to where  

America has been Φ while celebrating  

where America is today. It depicts the  

Masks that African -Americans once  

had to wear in order to survive.  

 

Performed with live drumming by  

Marcus L. Miller  

 

Premiered in 2007 at  

Lincoln Center Out of Doors  

 

We Wore The Mask  
By Lula Washington  

We Wore The Mask  
By Lula Washington  

Photos - E. Mesiyah McGinnis  
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ton displays a sure theatricality that is 

captivating.   
�²  Roslyn Sulcras New York Times  

Lula Washington Dance Theatre Φ Repertory 


